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ceived help later from Bell. Although they formed no
part of Bell's original methods in Madras, the catechism
and the prayer book were now taught dogmatically in the
schools founded by the c National Society/" and as Dr.
Bell proved an admirable director, the affairs of the
organization prospered marvelously. In consequence, a
healthy rivalry with the older association of the Lan-
casterians rapidly grew up.

The system
of Lancaster
was broader
than that of
the National
Society, and
was more
elaborate.

Differences between the Systems of Lancaster
and Bell
'Monitorial' or 'mutual' instruction, however, was
not original with either Lancaster or Bell. Besides being
used by the Hindus,1 it has formed part of the Jesuit
system of education,2 and was confidently recommended
by Comenius in his Didactica Magna? Nevertheless,
it was the work of Lancaster and Bell that greatly de-
veloped the method and brought it into prominence.
The plans of the two men, while analogous, differed
somewhat in spirit and details. Without considering
the methods of religious instruction, the system of Lan-
caster was generally animated by broader motives.
While he failed to teach certain subjects, it was simply
because his resources were limited; but the National
1 See Graves, History of Education before the Middle Ages, pp. 87 f.
2 See Graves, History 0} Education during the Transition, p. 218.
8 See pp. 32 f.